First, we need to be careful about making doctrinal assertions based on any one specific passage of scripture.  Our doctrinal beliefs need to be based on larger theological and biblical principles.  As you read Scripture specifically the letters written to churches you see that doctrinal statements were arrived at based on larger principles.  The central and dominate principle being the gospel, the good news concerning Jesus, that is, the death, burial and resurrection and the new life found in Him.  Galatians is a letter defending the gospel and the apostle makes doctrinal assertions based on this central and primary truth, one of them being the necessity or rather non-necessity of circumcision.  In his letter to the Philippians Paul’s instructions to them on how to treat each other is rooted and founded in the gospel message about Christ (Phil. 2:1-11).  He says, this is how you treat each other because this is what Jesus did for us.  The gospel is the crux of the matter in our lives, our beliefs, and our practices.

In discussing male and female roles specifically the same thing must be true.  We need to look at the larger principles and then make our specific doctrinal assertions.  The larger principles are:

We are all created in the image of God – Male and Female – one gender does not more accurately demonstrate the image of God – I am convinced it is only together both male and female that we do that.  Each individual is made in the image of God but it is only in relationship that we can accurately reflect God’s image.  It is also important to understand that because each of us is made in the image of God we are equal before God.  We must understand God is not male or female.  He has no gender.  God is a spiritual being

In Christ we are all one.  There are no distinctions in Christ.  Each of us, male and female, is equal in Christ.  Each of us stands and falls before God.  Each of us must give an account for our life.  Each of us male and female are priests of God.  Each of us are ministers.  Each of us male and female have access to God through the blood of Christ and by the Spirit of God.  Males do not have greater access to God.  The curtain was torn in two and each Christian can approach the Father and have access to God.  We are heirs with God and co-heirs with Christ.

The Spirit is given to all, male and female, and that the Spirit distributes gifts as he pleases.  God is the one who calls people and gifts people to fulfill their functions in the body of Christ.  We are called to recognize those gifts and to honor them regardless of what they are and regardless of whom they are given to.  The Spirit is not a respecter of persons and does not take into account gender, race, social standing, etc.  (We must honor those gifts and encourage their uses for the building up of the whole body of Christ, for that is why they are given.)

Some selected passages of Scripture which refer to these larger principles.

Galatians 3:26-28 (“sons” should be read as children)

26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. (NIV)

There is the understanding which Paul refers to in 1 Cor. 11:11-12  “In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.  For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God.”  There is a reciprocal relationship between men and women.  Woman came from the rib of the man which shows that they are made of the same stuff and made for each other and man also comes (is born) from a woman which demonstrates the same thing.  This shows our dependence on one another as well as our equality.

There is also the fact that women in Corinth were praying and prophesying in the assembly and that in order to continue that they needed to keep their heads covered as a sign of respect for the men.

I am still of the conviction that the husband is to be the head of the household but that both the husband and wife are to submit to each other and to each fulfill their duties in the relationship.  Husband treat the wife as Christ has the church and the wife treat the husband as the church is to do to Christ.  I believe there is a reciprocal relationship of the church to the family.

My conviction is that it is fine for a woman to pray, read scripture, speak in the presence of men, whether in the assembly or not.  I do think that ultimately men are called to lead (as with elders and primary speaker for the congregation, i.e. the preacher) but that all Christians are called to use their gifts for the building up of the body whatever they may be.  The passage in 1 Timothy 2, I believe, addresses a specific problem of women trying to dominate (no one male or female is to dominate another) and Paul is given his solution.  He says, “I do not.”  It may be that here he is giving his opinion not a “thus saith the Lord.” (ref. 1 Cor. 7:12).  But still as he has said elsewhere, he too has the Spirit of God(1 Cor. 7:40), and I would defer to Paul’s understanding, even though I have the Spirit as well.  The passage concerning the silence of women in 1 Cor. 14 I think is also a problem of some specific women (wives of the prophets) interrupting and being disruptive and Paul says for them to be quiet.

There are many good resources and books and websites which discuss the male/female roles and functions within the body of Christ.  All the ones I have read are very biblically based.  The two sides which are both conservative but are not radical (feminist or male dominating) are the egalitarian and the complementarian.  

A website for the egalitarian which is Church of Christ based is www.gal328.org 

Some good books are;

Two Views on Women in Ministry  editors James R. Beck and Craig L. Blomberg

Women in Ministry – editors Bonnidell Clouse and Robert G. Clouse

Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood – John Piper and Wayne Grudem

Good News for Women - Rebecca Merrill

Women in the Church – Stanley J. Grenz and Denixe Muir Kjesbo

Paul, Women and Wives – Craig S. Keener

And from one of us:

Women in the Church:  Reclaiming the Ideal – Carroll Osburn

Essays on Women in Earliest Christianity Vol. I and II – Edited by Carroll D. Osburn

-----Original Message-----
From: owner-markmorrowfwd@www.leanderchurch.com [mailto:owner-markmorrowfwd@www.leanderchurch.com] On Behalf Of cmass@speakeasy.net
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2004 11:04 AM
To: MarkMorrow (markmorrow@leanderchurch.com)
Subject: Re: Chad : Small Groups
Mark,

Here is some help.  I also attached a statement from the Worldwide Church of God on the subject.  They are conservative and allow women to serve in every area except to be elders or to serve in the main teaching role for the congregation.  I have scimmed through it and it is probably more in line with where I am at right now.  Anyway, I thought it would be helpful.  You can find it on their website http://www.wcg.org/lit/church/ministry/ministry4.htm

Hope this helps.  The Shepherds and myself as leaders allow women to pray when we get together for our prayer times.  We do not have women praying, reading scripture in our main assembly but we do have it in our small groups.  We allow our groups to make the final determination but if it was me I would encourage full participation by all members of the group.  If there are groups that have some reservations for the sake of unity I would hold off in those specific groups but by teaching and encouragement move towards full participation of men and women.  May God bless you in your efforts and seek the Spirit's guidance.

Because of Jesus,

chad

-----Original Message-----
From: Morrow Mark C Contr ESC/HRPF 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2004 9:01 AM
To: 'cmass@speakeasy.net'
Subject: Chad : Small Groups
Chad,

As I continue to try to line up the various ducks needed to propose that we consider a Small Group approach on Sunday evenings, an issue has come up I would appreciate your thoughts on related to the small groups you do in New Braunfels.
 
The issue is:  Verbal prayers offered by ladies in a male/female group.
 
· In the small groups you have there, do ladies routinely verbally pray in the presence of men in the group? 

· How do you treat the issue scripturally? 

· Small groups are not public worship? 

· Small groups are not worship? 

· Just for a lady to pray does not mean there is any usurpation of authority? 

· These are groups meeting in homes, and function as “families” of a sort, and just as your wife may pray at home, so the ladies in the small groups can pray verbally also? 

· Other? 

· Any scripture references you believe are germane would be helpful as well. 

 
THANK YOU,
Mark
