This morning I heard a lecture from Dr. Ken Cukrowski at ACU (Ken Cukrowski Dean of the College of Biblical Studies Associate Professor of 
New Testament) about the role of women in ministry. He provided insights I have never heard before on this controversial issue. I would like to share my notes from his lecture that I haven’t heard before:

Why is the role of women a hard topic to talk about in the Church of Christ?

-Diverse audience with a spectrum of views: Everybody knows this is an issue whether or not we talk directly about it. Regardless of where we stand on the issue, there are people on both sides of us. Some wonder why it has taken this long to become an issue and are on the verge of leaving if it is ignored any longer. Others are firmly comfortable with impeding the movement.

-We often don’t get to hear women’s side of the story. In our culture, a woman standing up for any belief draws too much attention. If a man rises up about an issue we think “Oh what a noble and brave man.” When a woman rises up about something we think “What’s got her all riled up” and some may even have “pre-selected vocabulary” for such a woman.

-Hermeneutics: All across the spectrum we believe in the authority of scripture. Most will even agree on the exegesis to an extent. Where the problem starts is application. For instance, the command to “greet on another with a holy kiss” is commanded directly several times in the Scriptures. Some cultures such as Montevideo have institutionalized this as “law” and you will have trouble getting into the door without several holy kisses. Other cultures such as our own still agree on the authority of scripture but read it in a way that becomes applicable to our culture: “Greet one another in a holy manner.” We find the same sort of spectrum as it relates to the application of women’s roles. 

Beginning the conversation
-We should lay out all the evidence and facts before inserting our own preferences. When we start with communication instead of  biblical scriptures, we find ourselves bumping into each other very quickly. So spread out the examples of women in the Bible before siding with either 1 Corinthians 11 or 14. 

-So here are some examples of evidence:

Luke is a good book to go to whenever relating Jesus’ ministry and women. There are 24 accounts of stories. These are several examples of how they are paired:

· Centurion’s slave and widow of Nain (7:1-17)

· Simon the Pharisee and the forgiven woman (7:36-50)

· The good Samaritan and Mary and Martha (10:29-42)

· The twelve and the women disciples (8:1-3)

· The man with an unclean Spirit and the woman in the crowd (11:24-28)

· Man with mustard seed and woman with leaven (13:18-21)

· Two men in bed and two women at the mill (17:34-35)

· Two women witnesses and two men on road to Emmaus (24:1-24)

All stories are paired up. Whenever a story of a man is used, Luke uses a story of a woman. (There are 16 more examples but here are only a few so no one loses interest)

There are 24 women unique to the gospel of Luke. In other references of woman who are mentioned in other gospels Luke expands their description and importance. 

One piece of scripture that some like to use is back in the foundational book of Genesis( 3:16 “He shall rule over you” when God is speaking to Eve at the Fall. What is interesting about this is that there are seven pronouncements in Genesis 3:14-19. Six of them we read as descriptions of the fall:

· “I will put enmity between you and the woman.”

· Must a woman never own a snake or be a herpetologist?

· “He (the man) shall bruise your head.”

· Must a man never pass by an opportunity to kill a snake?

· “Pain in childbearing”

· Must a woman never take drugs to ease the pain of childbirth?

· “Cursed is the ground”

· Is fertilizer against God’s plan?

· “In toil you shall eat of it.” “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread.”

· Must a man never lessen the toil of tilling the ground (e.g., a tractor)?

· “Thorns and thistles it shall bring forth”

· Must a man never use herbicides?

The middle pronouncement “He shall rule over you,” some like to apply as “command” Must a woman never rule over a man in any capacity?

-Scriptures with female imagery for God

Numbers 11:11-12

Deut. 32:11


Deut. 32:13b, 18b

Job 38:29-30


Psalm 22:9-10


Psalm 71:6

Psalm 123:2


Isaiah 42:14


Isaiah 45:9-10

Isaiah 49:14-15

Isaiah 66:13


Hosea 13:8

Matthew 22:37/Lk 13:34
Luke 15:8-10


John 3:3-6

-Many readers point to Galations 3:28, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Colossians 3:9-11 which all have the diads “in Christ there is neither jew nor greek, slave nor free, male nor female…” All of these diads follow talking about baptism. So the theme is probably not equality or salvation but unity.

-2 Samuel 7:14( "2 Sam 7:14

I will be his father, and he will be my son.

NIV

Compare this to Paul’s 2 Corinthians 6:18( "I will be a Father to you, 
      and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

-Jesus teaches counter-culturally

Luke 11:27-28

27 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, "Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you." 

28 He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it."

- We see here that Jesus does not limit women to their biological roles but he shows favor to anyone who seeks him. We see the same theology in the scene of Martha complaining to Jesus that Mary is not helping clean up. Jesus however praised Mary for filling the role of a “disciple at the feet of Jesus”

-If Jesus is counter-cultural, why are all disciples Jewish men? …The number of women among the 12 is equivalent to the number of gentiles among them. Jesus did not want to trump culture in a way that draws attention away from his main message.

Application

“I have never been part of a congregation where women did not pass communion”

What is theological about restricting women to passing side-to-side instead of front-to-back?

Even so, Is it not called “serving communion” not leading communion?

Perhaps it would be ok for a woman “song starter” instead of “song leader”

What is ironic about the situation is that Conservatives lend themselves to seeking scripture while Liberals lend themselves to doing what they want. But how has the Church of Christ paid so much attention to scriptures they want

Alternative ending from Danley, 4/15/2014:
The more “conservative” thing to do is to follow scripture, so bring up scripture when having the conversation. The more “liberal” thing to do is just whatever we want. Ironically, the Churches of Christ (mostly conservative) have mostly done what it wants rather than all the scriptural examples above.

